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HANDS OFF 
IRELAND 


SO THE two greatest “politi- 
cans” in the world, namely Len- 
non and McCartney, have 
spoken again and this time the 
subject is Ireland. Well let me 
tell Lennon and McCartney 
‘something; there are people in 
Ireland who want to remain 
British. I used to be a Beatle fan 
but after I heard McCartney’s 
single “Give Ireland back to the 
Irish” I immediately got rid of 
everything associated with Paul 
McCartney. If McCartney and 
Lennon are so interested in Ire- 
land why didn’t the Beatles 
make frequent tours in the 
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OKAY, so it’s the “New 
Look”. Okay, so you've chang- 
ed printers. But can’t you be a 

more consistent in your 
protection of “innocent 
minds”? In your first “new 
look” in an interview with Mag- 
gie Bell she said quote: “.....until 
I saw a 50-year-old private and 
thought oh s————”. Then in 
the Jerry Garcia interview there 
are three F***’s. Yet six pages 
later Frank Zappa said quote: 
“It doesn’t matter a shit to 
them....”. On to page 23 and 
we're back to “f- ” in the 
Marco Bolan interview and this 
week Marc says “I don’t give a 
“pee”, and “....it’s a load of 
see" I presume we fill our 
own words since we’re not even 
given a first letter clue! So what 
about being a little bit more 
consistent? What is in a word? 
A rose by any other name... 
Otherwise your paper is loads 
better! — CELIA WHITE- 
HOUSE, Worcester. 

Editor: Agreed. It’s certainly 
about time we ##eeing made up 


country 
COULTER, Strabane, Co. Ty-' 


I HAVE just read the article 
on “Wishbone Ash” (NME 
19/2/72) and Id like to thank 
you for it. It is about time 
someone realised that there are 
other groups than T. Rex in the 
music business. I have been a 
fan of Wishbone Ash since 
hearing their first album and no 
matter how much I listen to 
them, they still affect me as 


NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS, 


Gasbag 


they did over a year ago. I used 
to be a T. Rex fan but I got fed 
up of hearing the same thing 
over and over again. If “Tele- 
gram Sam” was the first thing 
that T. Rex had recorded, it 
would be fine, but it is just the 
same. So long live Wishbone 
Ash and here’s to the new al- 
bum in May. — TIM BAR- 
NARD, Chesterfield. 


IN PRAISE OF WISHBONE 
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DECCA 
DOWNER 


ANY new material, however 
old of the Rolling Stones must 
be applauded, but Decca’s 
latest offering “Milestones” 
which contains twelve tracks all 
previously released — many in 
LP form — to me seems to ex- 
ploit Stones fans. Surely Decca 
can find something new and un- 
released of the Stones no matter 
how old it is. Surely more than 
twelve tracks should be on each 
album, after all there are as 
many as sixteen tracks of the 
Beatles “Golden Oldies” Parlo- 
phone album. Twelve already- 
released tracks at full album 
prices. Scandalous. — NAME 
AND ADDRESS WITHELD. 


BEAUTIFUL 
BOLAN 


THOSE PEOPLE who say 
Bolan can’t play don’t know 
what they are talking about. I 
saw Tyrannosaurus Rex play 
live twice. Bolan was brilliant. 
Maybe he has made commerci- 
al singles — well, isn’t every 
single commercial? Anyway, 
some people enjoy those sin- 
gles. which is the purpose of the 


what every bloke is jealous of. 
Leave him alone, and if you 
don’t like his music don’t listen 
to it. — J, AFFERTON, Ply- 
mouth. 


REID BETWEEN 
THE LINES 


1 BOUGHT Neil Reid’s re- 
cord and before an assembled 
company made a funeral pyre 
of it and danced around it (it’s 
the only way we get our kicks). 
—P. WELSBY, Horsham. 


BEGGARED 


WHEN WILL someone 
please sit up and listen to 
Beggars Opera? They are 
Scotland’s best hope for the fu- 
ture and our chance to prove 
that Scotland can produce good 
musicians. They have had little 
or no mention in the music 
P: and I feel it is time they 

They are original, which is 
more than can be said for some 
of the supposed ‘up and com- 


ing’ bands. Will someone please 
go to hear them and I'd be de- 
lighted to see them get even a 
small mention in the NME. I’m 
sure there must be someone 
who agrees with me. — LIZ 
NICHOLL, Kirmemuir. 


GHASTLY, 
SCRUFFY 


WHAT HAVE you done to 
the NME? It’s absolutely ghast- 
ly. Every page full of utter 
rubbish about those scruffy 
long-haired individualists who 
pass themselves off as men, as 
Singers — and of Groups. 
“Ugh”. And  decent-faced 
clean-living people like En- 
glebert get ignored. ESTELLE 
CARFIELD, Fleetwood. 


IN DEFENCE OF ELTON JOHN 


1 AM SICK to death of your snide criticism of Britain’s most 
may have noticed by now that your sarcastic and poiniless review of the RFH concert is conspi- 
ind insults. I suggest you listen to “All the Nasties” off his 
‘or and think what he’s ge 
id short of strong criticism is your mouldy music 


cious by its degrading comparisions ai 
latest LP, take a good long look in a mirr 
letter because about the only bad thing in this wor! 


BRIDGE OVER 


TROUBLED SIMON 


think you can really expect us to accept such mediocrity and unme- 
morable work because of his absence. The phenomenal success of 


man gets tied up to the ground, he gives the work his saddest sound. 
Please don’t become another destroyed genius. — COLIN BRIN- 


TON, Harwich. LP WINNER 


paper. — C. J. DARICE, Newport. 


brilliant artist, Elton John. You 
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WONDERFUL 
WILLIAMS 


SO FRANK Sinatra thinks 
Tony Bennett is the world’s 
best singer does he? He’s good, 
Pll give him that, but never the 
best. Andy Williams could nev- 
er be kept down. He’s got the 
widest range and puts more 
feeling into a lyric than Bennett 
could ever hope to do. When 
did Tony Bennett have his last 
chart entry, album or other- 
wise? Andy Williams has been 
the most consistent album 
“charter” for ages even since 


public’ and make tears stream 
down faces like Williams docs. 
Listen to that, Sinatra, and 
think agai. As for you, anyone 
can stand in front of an orches- 
tra and talk into a mike. So 
come on NME, let’s have some 
articles about a really grea 
singer for a change. — 
ELAINE BRANCH, Chelten- 
ham. 


at. You won’t print this 
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